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A PLEA FOB THE "OLD, OLD" BIBLE. 

BT A WIDOW OF FOURSCORE. 

I LOYE my dear (Ad Bible, 

'Tb such a prioeleBB gem ; 
That, tibough the learned think it wrong, 

I nerer dare condemn ! 
Oh! spare me yet my BiUe 

Without an altered word ; 
And let me keep unto the and 

The Truth of Christ my Loid. 

Touch not my jiredons Bible, 

My oomibrt and my stay; 
Whatever else you rob me of. 

Take not that hope away. 
It cheers my heart in sorrow. 

It giyes me strength ¥^ien weak. 
And in its ptedoaa promises 

I hear my Father speak. 

My pflgrimage is closing. 

Earth's joys are feding fiwt; 
For nothing in this transient state 

Can Imger long, or last. 
But God's own Word endureth 

From age to age the same ; 
Though all may perish and decay. 

Eternal is its name ! 



PREFACE. 



This little book is mainly designed to impress 
upon the doubting heart the indisputable fact 
that "the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness 
"thereof." There are unfortunately so many 
teachers among us who endeavour to pervert 
and distort everything bearing upon the solemn 
truth that there is an ever-present and omni-^ 
potent power governing the universe, that they 
daily gain new converts to their pernicious mode 
of thought — converts who are not found so much 
among the ignorant and uneducated, as among 
those who have received a most liberal and sound' 
education. They upset all previous teaching, and 
form new thoughts and fresh ideas in the minds 
of sympathising scholars, who are easily led away 
from all pre\'ious knowledge by the enticing sap of 
their fantastic arguments. The doctrine these pro- 
fessors seek to promulgate, is a desire to impute 
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everythingthatoccurs in cresLiiontonaturalcav^es. 
For example, it is imputed that the necessity exists 
in all forms of life for the produce of an egg, or a 
germ of life, to be present ere any specie can be 
regenerated ; t.e., that it is an established fact that 
nothing can live unless dependent upon a prior 
order of existence. It denies all creative power 
apart from what issues from the order of life and 
matter of the same or of a similar character. It 
at the same time denies all tendencies frirthering 
an existence to new forms of life : and also ai^es 
that matter under governance has no re-form- 
ation, except by spontaneous formations non- 
subservient, or by general causes subservient to 
a pre-existent life of the same or of a similar 
character. 

These attempts to propagate a modem atheiam 
should not be tolerated by learned men, for it 
is of an order worse than any that has hitherto 
existed. It is in reality an order of nonentity, 
dependent upon nothing. It is the wholesale 
denial of a pre-existent Creator. It is a subju- 
gation of all that is imparted to life through 
procreative forces directed by a Governor. It is an 
independent sullen germination, only answerable 
to times and seasons, without acknowledging an 
Ofderer of growth and decay. It is a sensuous 
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obliteration of all that is pure and noble in 
human nature. It is aiTiving at a culmination of 
power, based upon non-human principles. It is 
an attempt to found a doctrine that the seed once 
sown must grow, without any provision as to 
recondite sources. It is an abnegation of all that 
is piure and noble in nature to morbid sensuality 
and plethoric essence. It is an elaborate pro- 
Ugde that considers all things matter of conti- 
nuous growth, without ascribing any measure of 
good, or any spirit of creation, as being either 
necessary or desirable. It is an occultation of 
power. It is the absorption by crushed life of 
the full powers of motion, and a self-reservation 
of right. It is giving to instinct sensibilities it 
never can possess. It is making all things 
dependent upon a replicatory law without any 
contingencies or adjuncts. It is an apportioning 
of power by an earthly embodiment instead of an 
omnipotent creative adjustment. They do not 
believe that unless an amalgamation of forces 
celestial and physical did occur, nothing could 
take place, either social, moral, or generative. 
Every person ought to admit that all things 
must be dependent upon some forces, either tor- 
tuous or profound. And atomic life goes far to 
prove that nothing is realistic earthwise, but that 
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eveiythmg is developed ttoxa a hidden source 
induced by a superior or governing force, either 
indicative or present. The superstruction upon 
such a basis as beUevers in protoplasm may 
attempt to erect, cannot fail to become a Babel 
of science, and an exponent of atheism, or possibly 
something worse. 

The argument set forth in what follows is that 
of a pure attribute of power everywhere, to a 
Creator, to a God, and to a Deliverer. It is an 
attempt to draw outward from inert conscience 
an acknowledgment of One who holds all things 
in his hand : and without whom we can neither 
live, nor move, nor have any being. Thousaiids. 
who may at times endeavour to subvert truth, 
feel such a presence always within them, but 
dare not express any satisfaction therefrom in 
consequence of their vague heresies and proleptio 
sympathies. At the same time an admission is 
sometimes gained when least expected, as the 
argument of gainsayers is often reversionary, and 
throws itself back upon those who adduce normal 
theories. And yet in some instances they call 
themselves realists, and even admit an imistic 
God, to whom they express neither reverence, nor 
attach any supremacy. The notion has been pro- 
duced by German theorists, from searching into 
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vulgar monstrosities, whereby truth is distorted, 
and the reign of right is to a certain extent abro- 
gated, although in the end the fallacious policy 
forces itself back upon the same point from 
whence it originally started. 

The pages that follow may be considered ridi- 
culous by those who call themselves freethinkers, 
and act upon principles they have promulgated ; 
but those whom they endeavour to draw into the 
cavernous jaws of their abstruse notions may 
perhaps be caught up ere they are securely 
emeshed in their tortuous net. To the latter this 
little book is directed with a fervent hope that 
they may escape from the vortex of error and 
self-destruction. Those who pause to think the 
matter over will not follow the path that leads to 
the certain annihilation of every good principle 
in life. To live under the reign of such a doc- 
trine would cause man to be more debased than 
the lowest order of the brute creation, as it with- 
draws all his forces of Hght into an Egyptian 
darkness, and he will be unable to escape its 
lethargic bonds. 

Therefore, all those who consider their own 
welfare morally, socially, and religiously, must 
shake themselves free from such monstrous teach- 
ings, and conform to the rule of life laid down by 
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the sublime workiogs of uatuie when considered 
in their proper aspect, and grasp firmly the 
Bevealed Truth. By this means alone can we 
possess true earthly happiness and contentment 
of heart; and from thence alone can we attain 
to the everlasting purity and heavenly glory, 
that is the inheritance of all who believe in 
the One true God and Him who came down 
from heaven in the likeness of men, and be- 
came the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world ; and who also most forcibly impressed upon 
us a great rule of life, that we should " Binder 
'' unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, but unto 
" God the things that are God's " — ^thus inculcating 
strict obedience to earthly, as well as to heavenly, 
commands. 
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No person who speaks the sentiments of his 
inward thoughts can deny that there is a Su- 
perior Being, who rules the universe, and who 
commands the forces of nature, undertakes its 
government, and has made it amenable to cer- 
tain laws; although many endeavour to show 
by persuasive argument, that nature — i.e. earth- 
growth — is dependent upon itself, and governs 
itself by certain rules and applications, without 
a heavenly guide to direct them. Some there 
are who even go so far as to totally deny 
the existence of a Creator and a Destroyer, 
although the presence of a God must be felt 
by every one not overcome by reasoning power. 
The pulsations of the heart, the movements of 
the free and happy child, the caroUings of the 
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birds, all point to a Ruler and Governor. The 
ignorant and unlettered in all ages, however rude 
their manners, and however barbarous their cus- 
toms — even the cannibals, the lowest orders of 
the human creation — -felt the existence of a Su- 
perior Being, whom they were afraid of offend- 
ing; whom they depicted in rude images as great 
and terrible ; as one who was most vindictive if 
they did not ask his blessing, and whom they 
believed would utterly destroy them. Hence, 
when they imagii^ied they had vexed that Great 
Spirit, whom they had modelled and featured in 
terrible imagery of an offended being, they made 
earnest supplication, and hoped to appease him 
by offerings of even their sons and their daugh- 
ters — ^adopting the same plan as the Israelitish 
idolaters did when they worshipped Moloch. 
Thus, we see the feeling of a great something 
above us — a Creator, a Ruler, and a Governor — 
was, and is, present among those nations who 
knew not that each other had existence until a 
few centuries ago. This being so in the un- 
civilised, how is it that men of more enlightened 
understanding should endeavour to prove that 
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a mighty framer and layer-out of the garden of 
nature never existed ? For it is only in advcmced 
civilisation we find these endeavours to propa- 
gate atheism ; the heathen most eagerly accepts 
the light thrown upon his dark perception ajs to 
the magnitude and power of a universal Creator, 
and most readily accepts the gospel. " The fool 
" has said in his heart, There is no God," wrote 
David ; but he does not say that he feels it.^ He 
is only endeavouring to blind himself, ttnd close 
his eyes from the awful truth. He wants to live 
without being troubled with a thought of such 
a power: as to dwell upon it only upsets his 
mind, and despoils him of his pleasures. If he 
once found God enter into his mindy he is ai&aid 
be must throw away his worldly joys. He is iii 
error : he cannot look the truth in the face. He 
does not wish to be rid of his follies ; so he sinks 
into the grave a lost soul, acknowledging the 
Divine presence when it is too late. Therefore^ 
"let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
" lest he fall." 

We can well understand that infidels or un- 
believers in every kind of worship are to be 
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found in all communities. "We find them at 
Calcutta, in Japan, in China, in Barbary, as we 
do at London, Berlin, Paris, and New .York. 
'^ English residents in India tell us that in the 
"higher society of Calcutta there are native 
"young men who take precisely the same tone 
" with regard to the Brahmin and the Hindoo 
" sacred books as many of our young pagans do 
" at Paris, Oxford, Cambridge, London, and Bos- 
" ton, when the Christian religion is the subject 
" of discourse, in a tone not of contempt by any 
means^ — Uvey are heyoiid and above that. They 
speak of the religion of their fathers as the son 
" of an ancient house might descant upon the old 
''family coabh, which was excellent in its day, 
'' but is now done with, and kept as an interest- 
" mg relic." How Bad it is to find a writer re- 
cording such words as these as solemn facts! 
And we know and feel they are true. It is con- 
sidered clever to enter into disputation on reli- 
gion, and endeavour to throw it by argument to 
the winds as a wild chimera and monkish tradi- 
tion. Who would imagine that susceptible in- 
tellectualities could so easily be thrown into 
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antagonism with Revealed Truth ? for the Bible 
showB^ even in its domestic sense, a pure course 
of life such as cannot be foond in any other, 
book. These active brains are searching into 
unknown depths, and are lost through endea- 
vouring to drown facts and float heresies. I 
repeat, how sad to read that such tenets as the 
denial of existing truth are not alone confined to 
our own island, but are prevalent wherever reli- 
gion of a learned character is to be found, be it 
Jewish, Christian, Mahometan, or Hindoo; thus 
showing that Satan is at all times ready with 
his servitors to suppress and render obsolete 
devotion to the one true God. Although his 
endeavours are crowned with slight success by 
obtaining a few proselytes, he will never subvert 
the beautiful and impressive worship of the ONE 
TBUE God, whether it be amongst Jew, Christian, 
or Mahometan. If they do not all become Chris- 
tians before ** the great and terrible day of the 
Lord come,** it is very evident that these three 
religions will remain in their purity until the 
end ; for they all acknowledge one God, and that 

THERE IS NONE GREATER THAN HE. 
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I once knew a man who professed atheistic 
ideas, and laughed at the thought of such an 
existence as that of a Creator. He looked upon 
preaching simply as a profession — " stage-acting 
''in a pulpit, but mostly of an inferior cha- 
"racter;" and I am sorry to say that I know 
others who unfortunately take the same view. 
It pleased his Creator to afflict that man with 
paralysis ; and God granted him time to repent, 
and i(lso to annul his false conceptions. On 
one occasion when I visited him, he said, in a 
whisper, " They say God has done this. Do you 
'* tlnnk he did ?" I answered in the affirmative, 
and he seemed pleased to hear my reply. I 
imagined from this that he considered his afflic- 
tion was a punishment for his imbelief ; and I 
found, on casually glancing over the table, that 
he had a book of a religious tendency open 
before him. The judgment of the Almighty, no 
doubt, brought that erring but clever man to a 
sense of his helplessness and his responsibility ; 
and I trust he is now amongst those who worship 
him day and night, and his unparalysed soul, free 
from the deadened body, is singing anthems of 
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^eternal praise. The brain was, when in health, 
paralysed against the Almighty ; but when 
paralysed in its earthly &ame, the soul, I fervently 
hope, was flying upward to God — ^a wellrnigh lost 
spirit returning to its Maker, a happy harbinger 
of the goodness of the Lord. 

Argumentative thought may lead many of us to 
almost deny the existence of a God : but actual 
feeling will prove the contrary. The emotions of 
the will make man appear a self-supporting indi- 
vidual ; but the emotions of the heart make him 
know that he is only a dependent creature. We 
behold the unsupported self-sufficiency and the 
ungovernable temperament in the full and able- 
bodied man ; we perceive the inefficiency and the 
helplessness in the babe. The animal world 
shows us the full-grown creature in a position to 
obtain its own livelihood: the newly-whelped 
cubs can also supply themselves with food. They 
are only blessed with instinct, and are subservient 
to humanity : man is possessed of reason, speech, 
intelligence, in common with instinct, and is he 
not answerable to some one for his actionsL."? 
We command the brute creation ; ought not we 
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to have a commander ? The tendency of nature 
points most incontestably to the continual pre- 
sence of something omnipotent who guides the 
universe. If we do not sow, we cannot reap ; if 
we are not suppUed with sunshine and rain in a 
proper ratio, the crops are destroyed or worthless. 
If there wei-e no organizer, there would be no rain : 
what was suspended must drop down bodily. 
Man could not raise water, so that it would 
float in the air and distil in gentle rain; but 
'some one cari— decidedly not imassisted nature. 
Nature, then, is simply the action of directed 
forces, governed by a certain power of greater 
organization than mankind possesses. Agencies 
found in the economy of the globe are brought to 
bear upon one another, and by amalgamation 
different results follow : that is the consequence 
of man's intervention. But stay, who manufac- 
tured the forces employed to produce the desired 
result ? That thought should govern all thinkers 
who attempt to upset the Mosaic cosmogony. 
Besilience, then, is the product of Superior Power : 
the result is the interference of man under the 
Adamite curse. Certain laws govern nature ; but 
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dome one must have made those laws, and laid 
down principles, or else they could not be eflFectu- 
ally carried out. If there were no heaven nor no 
hell — ^if there were no after-life — no resurrection 
to happiness or misery-^d if man. sa a creature, 
were the governor of all things on earth, under- 
standing aU its bearings, productions, and re- 
lative values ; — ^if it were so, would not man be 
able to inform us who inhabit the stars, their mode 
of life, their history, their geography, and their 
domestic economy and government ? But much 
less, they cannot tell us the cause of the tide ; nor 
how the world wheels round so fast ; nor why 
all things thereon remain firm and steady. It is 
simply ridiculous to attempt to upset what igno- 
rance and barbarism inwardly agree to exist, al- 
though unacquainted with its spiritual bearings ; 
and also that thousands upon thousands inwardly 
feel the existence of a Creator to be a truism, and 
have done so from time immemorial, in some form 
or other. And how do they at first realise the 
feeling that pervades them ? They submissively 
grasp the feet notified perceptibly in their minds ; 
and with inspiring awe endeavour to appease the 
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wrath they are afraid overshadows them. They 
do not attempt to smother the thought as a civi- 
lized being probably would, but instinctively re* 
ceive it and educate their offspring to worship 
and reverence the supreme power revealed to 
them, forcibly bearing out the burning words: 
The people that sat in darkness saw great 
light." Thus they are most willingly brought 
from the depths of heathendom, and readily re- 
ceive the glorious light of Cliristianity. 

The ancient Greeks and Latins, amongst others, 
believed fully in their deities as a superior exist- 
ence to mankind, and clothed them bodily in the 
Pantheon at Rome and the Parthenon at Athens, 
founding thereon a most wonderful mythology, 
that has been carried down to the present time 
in the works of their poets. They most devoutly 
adored their gods. According to their profession, 
so their intermediary was chosen — ^for example, 
the soldier worshipping Mars. Our planetary 
objects were considered rulers of this universe, 
and they called them after their deities, accord- 
ing to the magnitude of the orbs, and the cele- 
brity and power of their self-appointed gods. 
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Then we have the Persians and others, who pay 
full devotion to the sun, considering absorption 
thereinto certain if they are true believers, and 
do no wrong. To show the brilliancy of their 
worship they build towers, wherein they plant 
fires; and by this peculiar devotion think to 
appease the wrath of the sun, and add to its 
effulgence. Then we have those simple wor- 
shippers, although barbaric warriors, who boldly 
proclaim there is but " one God, and Mahomet 
" is his prophet : " — that Mahomet who, with his 
Eastern hordes, overran the greater part of Asia, 
and entered Europe, carrying his doctrine with 
fire, rapine, and sword, aided by his fanatical 
religious followers, as submissive ss lambs to 
his iron will. And this stiU further shows the 
existence in all breasts of an unknown something 
that prompts them to grasp at, what some would 
call, an aerial shadow, but what they feel to be 
a spiritual embodiment of a pardoner of evil, a 
mitigator of punishment, and a deliverer from 
torment and unhappiness after death. Thereby 
we know that " An Oriental is a man of prayer. 
" If he rises from his couch, a prayer is on his 
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" lips ; if he sits down to rest, a blessing is in his 
" heart. When he buys and when he sells, when 
" he eats and when he drinks, he remembers that 
"the Holy One is nigh. If poor in purse, he 
"may be rich in grace — his cabin a sanctuary, 
"his craft a service, his daily life an act of 
" prayer." Thus wrote Hepworth Dixon of the 
Mahometans. If it is true of them who have no 
revealed doctrine, why should it not be true of 
us ? The teachings of Mahomet were good, and 
they were impressed on the mind of his fitithful 
followers. Witness the following exordium : 
" Every good act is charity. Your smiling in 
"your brother's face is charity; an exhortation 
" of your fellow-men to virtuous deeds is equal to 
"almsgiving; your putting a wanderer on the 
"right road is charity; your removing stones 
"and thorns and other obstructions from the 
" road is charity. A man's true wealth hereafter 
"is the good he does to his fellow-men." The 
carrying into effect of such noble maxims as 
these, allied to a pure faith in God, would make 
a man worthy of salvation to all eternity. Is it 
not enough to make the stagnant, the doubtiog, 
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the careless^ and the wavering, rise from their 
lethargy, and grasp the holy revelation enclosed 
in the casket of Christianity — ^that Bible where- 
in is shadowed forth the past life, the present. life, 
and the life to come in the long and unending 
hereafter of everlasting and never-fading glory ? 

Again, why should the Jews be a scattered 
nation, if the Bible is untrue, or rather only a 
beautiful mythological history ? The prophet 
Isaiah, in the reign of King Hezekiah, when 
Judea was intact, wrote (xi. 12) that "God should 
gather together the dispersed of Judah from the 
four comers of the earth." It was many, many 
years after that ere the Jews were driven from 
their own land ; but is not the prophet most in- 
contestably verified ? for Jews are to be found in 
Europe, Asia, Africa, North and South America, 
Japan, New Zealand, Australia, and in the majo- 
rity of the islands of the sea. Two comers of 
the earth were unknown to civilisation in those 
days ; and, centuries after, Europe, Africa, Asia, 
and the Isles were supposed to be the whole of 
the world. Did not Alexander of Macedon, who 
thought he had conquered the worlds fret and 
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fume because there were no more woilds to con- 
qaer ? It is but a centuiy ago that Australia^ an 
expansive continent, was discovered. There is 
no doubt that in those days these sayings of 
Isaiah were sneered at ; but there is not a Jew^ 
throoghont the world who does not now forcibly 
feel the effect of the prophecy, and look anx- 
iously forward to its fblfilment. They all believe 
that the promise will be kept the same as the 
" promise of old." The then promised land is 
still a land of promise ; and no doubt that sordid 
love of gain we deprecate may be generated by a 
desire to rebuild that splendid temple and that 
regal city whereof not one stone is left upon an- 
other. Let him who denies the existence of a 
Creator and a Governor visit a synagogue; and, 
unless his heart is deadened to all feeling by 
the trammels of atheism, he will be constrained 
to cry out, as many have done before, "The 
'^Lord, he is God! the Lord, he is God!" In 
furtherance of the above, I quote the following 
remarks from a recent American writer: "The 
'* Jewish religion is a monotone — ^it is a religion 
"of one idea, and that idea is God. Do you 
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" wish the most enlightening of all commentaries 
" on the Bible ? Do you wish to know the oii- 
" ginal meaning of hackneyed Christian phrases ? 
" Would you taste the savour and inhale the fra- 
'' grance of celebrated texts ? Do you desire to 
"see the living descendants of the characters 
"sketched in the New Testament? Then fre- 
quent orthodox synagogues, and observe the 
ways of those who attend them. The Jew 
"'walks with God;' the Jew 'in everything 
'gives thanks;' the Jew 'makes melody in 
' his heart to the Lord ; ' the Jew ' prays with- 
" ' out ceasing/ A pious Jew of the old school 
" utters in the course of every twenty-four hours 
" as many as a hundred benedictions, ascriptions 
and prayers. On waking in the morning he 
says, ' I thank thee, ever-living, ever-enduring 
" •' King, that thou hast restored me unto life 
" ' through thy great mercy and truth.' When- 
" ever he enjoys, wheAever he suffers, whenever 
" he gains, whenever he loses, he calls upon his 
^ God." What a precedent for the Christian ! 
what a death-blow to the atheist! Even the 
despised among the nations enjoy purity of 
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hearty and call upon their God alike in trouble 
or in happiness, and bless his glorious name ; 
whilst they who are in the full light of truth 
forget him, or attempt to ignore his presence. 

" This is the age of reason," say some ; " man 
"is a reasoning creature" (hence, given man a 
creature, there must be a Creator), " and any one 
possessed with fuU reasoning powero cannot bring 
his mind to believe in the Bible when science 
proves it all wrong." They don't quote the 
sweet attraction of the Pleiades, a modem dis- 
covery by astronomers, mentioned in Job, one of 
the most ancient books in the Bible, supposed to 
have been written by Moses in the land of Midian. 
Beason ! what is reason ? Beason is said by 
some to be the combination of means to attain 
particular ends. Beason, logically expressed, 
could, by a process of twisting, reason away 
the existence of the reasoner. As Archbishop 
Whately loigically proved, you could, by forcing 
your endeavours, reason away the existence of 
Napoleon I. and the occurrence of the battle of 
Waterloo. Beason, as embodied in those argu- 
mentative gentlemen who oppose the history 
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handed down to us, says, if our Bible is founded 
on foict, geology is false. But we know that 
geology and the Bible are both true, and corro- 
borate each other. We admit the teachings of 
science, that the various strata are each thou- 
sands of years older than the other, and we grow 
stronger thereby in our devotional sympathies, 
and clasp our Bible closer to our heart, and feel 
more fervently its burning truths. If there were 
no cultivator of the soil, there would be no 
renewal of crops, nor gatherer-in of the harvest. 
If there were no Creator of cultivators, there 
would be no senses nor eneigies to utilise the 
products of nature. We must look from nature 
up to nature's God, and then we at once realise 
the concurrent fia.ct that there is one God, and 
there is none else beside him, who directs and 
orders aU things on earth, and everywhere else — 
who appoints the times and the seasons, sun- 
shine and rain ; the budding of the trees, and the 
decay of the leaves; who holds ''all things in 
''subjection under his feet;" and who has "ap- 
" pointed unto man once to die, and after that 
" the judgment." 

c 
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When man is thrown upon a bed of sickness, 
he grasps most fully the existence^ not only of 
a Creator, but a Pardoner. Helpless as a child — 
aye, helpless as a worm under the foot of its de- 
stroyer — he looks for assistance^ and accepts it 
greedily from any one ready to aflFord it, as the 
drowning man catches at a straw. Man, there- 
fore, is not like the animal that finds its food 
amongst the, to man, useless products of nature. 
The Nubian lion, whose strength and ferocity are 
of the most terrible order, quietly Ues down, and 
waits for the end, instinct being its only guide. 
But the sick man does not do this; he has a 
mind, and as he lies upon his pillow the whole 
history of his life passes before him. His bad 
deeds crowd thickly upon his memory, and appal 
him ; they lie like an incubus upon him. How is 
he to be rid of them ? He ponders; and finds that 
it is sin, the evil of his life, come into the remem- 
brance of an accusing conscience. He desires to 
be rid of them ; but how shall he ? Some one 
tells him there is a God, and a Saviour who died 
to take the load from off his back. His dull 
mind awakens to the awful fSEtct. When well. 
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he showed homage only to those moving in a supe- 
rior station of life. He had no thought of God; 
and he desires some one to offer up supplication 
with him, and his heart bleeda for pardon. The 
neglected Bible is called into requisition, and the 
teachings of chUdhood coma back to memory, 
and in hijs affliction he awakens aa fix>m a dream, 
acknowledging, from the depth of hia heart, 
"The Lord, he is God," 

You can place an animal or a bird in a cage, 
and to a certain extent it becomes tame and 
comfortable in its behaviour^ and conforms to 
its new mode of life. It knows instinctively 
when it is to be fed, ai^d grows restless for its food : 
that is alL In other respects, it becomes pleased 
with its new dwelling, and familiar with its 
attendant,. Place a man under restraint : he 
chafes under the discipline whereto he is subjected, 
and longs to be free ; it ia only fear of punishment 
that prevents the man seriously injuring his 
gaoler and attempting to escape from bondage* 
The different constitution of man makes him afr^e 
agent ; whilst the animal is governed by other laws. 
Give a man the same description of food at every 
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meal every day, his appetite would rebel against 
it, and he would be almost inclined to do without 
food — ^altogether, if possible. It would become 
nauseous; whereas instinct compels the anima.] 
to live upon the same source at all times. If 
you were to provide anything foreign to its nsual 
sustenance it would not eat it, except when driven 
hy extreme hunger. Here in this last it agrees 
with man, who in extremities wiU eat what at 
other times he would abhor. This again goes a 
long way to prove that reason is predominant in 
man, but governed by a Superior Power. If 
man's reason depended upon himself, he would not 
feel annoyed a.t compulsory restraint, but wait, 
as animal life does, patiently for the end ; yet 
mortality is weak, and the flesh overcomes reason. 
There is, according to some, no beginning and 
no ending to the formation of this earth. There 
imist have been a beginning, if there is no ending. 
Therefore learned men, geologists, endeavour to 
upset the chronology of the Bible by asserting 
that the various strata existed myriads of years 
before the commencement of the Mosaic cos- 
mogony, and that each strata took thousands 
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of years to become embodied as a sabstaaoe, as 
proved by the dead life found imbedded in them. 
No one ever attempted to deny the geological 
portion of this statement. It is fiiUy borne out 
in the first chapter of Qenesis; there we are 
informed that ikere was oun earth before the 
present creation — ^no doubt^ whence Satan and his 
angels were cast out into the lake of fire. Hence 
probably his jealousy of the maa and woman 
who inhabited its garden. We read that ''the 
"earth " (i.e. an existent earth) "was without form, 
''and void/* and darkness covered the face of the 
earth, and that it was deluged with water. This 
latter no doubt supported it or held it together 
in its place. It was in a chaotic state — a wide 
dreaay space— no life visible. It required an 
architect to set it in order. It was covered with 
darkness. It required Ught, one of the principal 
actors in the production and development of 
vegetable and animal life. The world was a 
blank desert sea, an inexhaustible ocean^ having 
no boundaries. It had*washed up no mountains, 
it had formed no rivers or water-courses. Its 
action was turbid, perhaps silent, and simply 
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floated over a wild Sahara of darkness and in- 
anition. It may be said not to have been exactly 
chaotic^ but an immense void tiiat could be turned 
to account at any time by a master hand. It 
might be compared to an immense £one^ com- 
pletely buried in a floating mass. It may be 
stated to have been an enormous sea of ice-floe, 
massed over the various existing strata, caused 
in consequence o£ the withdrawal of light. Light 
and wind are the chief constituents required to 
germinate life. This is more especially proved by 
silkworms' eggs being hatched by the sun's rays, 
and also by the rapid action of the blowfly upon 
meat in sultry weather, wh^i it is exposed to 
light. Darkness causes decay, mould, dust, ashes ; 
darkness also causes ignorance and the denial of 
a coexistent God. 

The state of the earth being as described, it re- 
quired an Organiser to step in ; a Mighty Builder 
to carry out its new design : One who could cast 
up huge fortresses, whereby the waters would be 
bound to retreat from a portion of the land ; 
who would 'cut trenches, whereby it would rush 
down into lower levels, and disturb the crusty 
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formations in some parts of the globe ; who would 
form deep channels; who would erect immense 
bastions ; who would hollow out great pits, and 
throw the superfluous earth into mountainous 
cones; who would confine the water to certain 
portions of the sphere, and give a contour and 
broken aspect to the earth. By the application 
of this combined action, a portion of the efflux of 
water was withdrawn from the sphere, and the 
dry land became visible—" Let the waters under 
" the heavens he gathered together unto one pliwje, 
"and let the dry Icmd appear : and it was so." The 
work of disintegration being brought to an end. 
light was reflected ; and vegetation strove for 
mastery, after it had been properly arranged 
iand ordered. Robbed of its watery covering, the 
earth felt chill and naked; and the Architect 
clothed it with a film of vegetation, according 
to the varied influences of the soil — ^grass, trees, 
shrubs, conifersB, flowers. (There were no noxious 
weeds or rank grasses introduced at the crea- 
tion; the enemy, who sows tares amongst the 
wheat, threw those seeds broadcast when he 
brought sin into the world and all its attendant 
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woes.) No doubt the varied species of earth- 
growth enumerated above were reproductions of 
its previous germs^ but in different forms and 
admixtures, showing an association with pre- 
vious matter, and a warm acceptance of the rays 
of light. He sent the joyous rattle of the wind 
through their fibres, and made them laugh with 
joy and plenitude. The simple fact of water 
having covered the earth for a certain time would 
be the means of loosening the various flora, coni- 
ferae, etc., from their surface mould, and amal- 
gamate them with the soil, and thus form an 
admixture and juxtaposition of the various plants, 
grasses, etc. The motions to which the earth 
had been subjected, ere covered by the water, 
had, in many instances, completely buried the 
coniferse. Hurried into everlasting darkness, 
they underwent a change in their constitution, 
and hence our large coal-fields, the mineral wealth 
of England. There can be no doubt that, by some 
means (possibly by the Divine will, to punish Satan 
and his crew, the previous inhabitants of the earth), 
a general rising and subsidence of matter coinci- 
dently occurred before the waters flowed over it, 



TH£ LOBD OF SABAOTH. 25 

and light ^ras withdrawn; or rather, as light 
disappeared the subsidence took place. It natu- 
rally must have possessed formations whereby the 
ocean was confined to its bed, and the rivers to 
their courses. The enlivening influences of light 
would give life to decomposed matter by the 
power of attraction; but under different aspects 
would produce varied species of the same article. 
The watery appearance of the earth was probably 
caused by absorption from other bodies. This 
would be what is called a " natural cause ;' but a 
thin k ing man, who did not deal in abstract know- 
ledge, would attribute all thia to the governance 
or order of a Superior Being, who arranged the 
whole of the spheres ever revolving around us, 
beside our own globe. 

From the above we are forced into the conclu- 
sion that, being no vitality in vegetation, there 
could be no animals or birds that breathed upon 
the land — for they depend on light, air, and the 
fruits of the earth ; nor fish in the sea — ^for light 
is the only requirement of the latter, except' their 
element. It therefore most forcibly required a 
Creator to repopulate a barren globe with its 
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varied forms of life. The production having been 
accomplished) they improved upon the regenerated 
land, and increased and multiplied, each according 
to its kind ; and the various species devoted them- 
selves to the search and eating of the f9od suitable 
for their embodiment, bountifully provided by 
an all-seeing Creator.. The animal now-a-days, 
according to its nateire, obeys a certain law, and 
only thrives on its proper or primeval food. The 
caged bird may partake of luxuries from friendly 
hands, but its staple^ is the same* as that it would 
enjoy if it were at liberty- 
Then came the formation of man : he could not 
have been spontaneous from a desolate earth, or 
have been a hidden lifef under the flood. He 
must have had a grand Sculptor : for he is the 
most perfect of all creation — so much so, that 
man cannot truly depict his own proportions, 
especially the fingers. The Creator of man said, 
" Let us make man in our own image;" there- 
by we shall be secure of his allegiance. So 
he was "made but a little lower than the an- 
" gels." By this expression we come to the con- 
clusion that the former inhabitants of the earth 
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were not created in God's own image; hence, 
probably, their fall. They were a lower order of 
creation ; and hence, probably, their rebellion and 
destruction. To avoid a recurrence, man was 
improved upon, and made of a higher order, his 
inteUect superior, and his. mind stronger; greater 
forces of resistance were centred in him, so that 
he might withstand evi}. He was provided with 
forces of forethought mose than cunning ; his 
actions were to he ihe result of mature delibera- 
tion, not the impulse of the moment. Man is the 
masterpiece of creation, therefore the greatest 
care of the Creator. . His solicitude for man has 
at all timed been of a wonderful character. Man 
was made upon Q,new^ model, and intended to live 
for ever. And the original purpose still exists, 
although death intervenes ; and every one knows 
in the long, silent hourS' of 'suffering that the only 
rock to lean upon is the Boc^ of Ages, whereunto 
he wishes, with a fervent hopefulness, to attach 
himself for ever. If a disembodied spirit could 
return bodily into this world, he would positively 
assure you of the existence of a Qod; but scep-^ 
tics would not believe, although vouched for by 
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one who had risen from the dead. They would 
say, with the incredulity of a Thomas, " It is 
*' faJ^e ; he is an impostor; he is flesh and blood 
'* the same as we are, therefore he could not have 
''risen from the dead." In despondency these 
atheistical fSa^cts sink into strong doubts ; under 
the rod of affliction they drop into vague calcula- 
tions ; and finally vanish as death approaches the 
door of the unbeliever's heart. Man, therefore, 
I repeat most distinctly, must have had an all- 
powerful, all-seeing, and all-present Creator; for 
his organization is so perfect, that let but a small 
piece of the workmanship be injured, the effect 
is prevalent throughout the whole length and 
breadth of his quivering body. It cannot be 
renovated like a piece of machinery, but must 
bide its time to effect any happy results. The 
creature who disputes the existence of his Creator 
is like the child who is most offended with his 
best friend. The child, as it enters into manhood, 
frees itself from parental authority. In the same 
way infidels desire to free themselves from the 
control of their Maker ; and to do so some ignore, 
while others totally deny, his existence. It is 
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sad ; yet it is unfortunately but too true. These 
thoughts are generated in the mind by that 
silent>working arch-enemy of man, Satan, who, 
of course, is filled wil^ a desire to again govern 
this earth, as he did previously to his rebelling 
against God, and being (iast out by the archangel 
and his myriads of holy angels. Satan is con- 
tinually warring against God, taking his subjects 
prisoners, and holding them iii subjection in the 
here and the hereafter. He ensnares his victim 
in a pleasant manner. He offers him some par- 
ticular vice to lure him to ruin. The mesh of the 
net is so deftly woven, that the poor sinner does 
not feel himself captive, and revels in the delusion 
until he is drawn down into the lowest abyss of 
temptation ; and does not awaken from his dream 
of earthly vanity and dissipation and wickedness 
until the tempter has hurled him headlong to 
destruction. Then he opens his eyes to the sor- 
rowful and terrible truth, and beholds in hilnself 
the fullest embodiment of sin — ^a disgraced man, 
with the mark of the spirit of evil implanted 
most palpably upon him — ^his whole life Idasted, 
his good deeds blotted out, and his character as a 
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honest person entirely effaced. But fortunately 
numbers escape his legions, and become enrolled 
in the Christian army, whose standard is the truth, 
and whose ruler and governor is God alone. 

That the world is round, is an acknowledged 
fact. How do we derive this notion ? By the 
division of light, the continual recurrence of the 
sun and moon, both rising in the east and sinking 
in the west, forming night and day, whereby is 
reckoned the division of labour. If left to them- 
selves, these luminaries would not hold their rela- 
tive positions so correctly. Similar sized seeds 
produce different results, although subject to the 
same influences ; but the bodies enumerated above 
never vary nor make a mistake. If the earth were 
flat, the sun and moon would always be visible, 
and would retain their original positions, and be 
stationary objects, instead of moving in a diverse 
way to the earth. If they moved the same way, 
attrition would, in all probability, occur; if not, 
we should even then be rapidly hurled into space. 
If it were so, no clouds could, in the course of 
nature, be formed, to descend as gentle rain upon 
the earth; only a mist could rise, and &3X on 
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the land when wafted by a faithful breeze. There 
is not the least doubt that spray would be thrown 
upwards by the action of rotundity, and form 
clouds. This is commonly called evaporation. An 
assurance that the world must be round can be 
gathered from a visit to a shot tower. Molten 
lead is poured through a sieve at the top of the 
factory. As it descends it drives itself against 
the ascending current of air, and the drops be- 
come of a circular shape, and are cold ere they 
reach the tank of water at the bottom of the 
tower. If molten lead, in such a small space of 
atmospheric influence as this, is forced into cold 
rotundity, who can dispute that an enormous 
body, moving through various strong currents of 
air of illimitable and diverging tendencies, can be 
otherwise than spherical ? And yet some person 
recently argued the point, and had a river staked 
for the purpose of proving it flat; but he was 
bound to admit by ocular demonstration he was 
wrong. Each stick, although all forced the same 
distance below the surface, appeared to be of 
different lengths. If the world were flat, there 
could be no more than one current, if any at all ; 
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the seasons would be one continual growth, if any 
growth at all. No changes could occur, and no 
contrary influences could be introduced, or bear 
upon it. If so constructed, I venture to form an 
opinion that it would be uninhabitable, and con- 
tinually dropping away from light into darkness, 
so that it must eventually vanish from its sur- 
roundings. This, no doubt, was the state of the 
earth before it was reinaugurated. All flat 
bodies must sink, as there is no possible means of 
keeping them suspended in the air. Look at a 
bird, a kite, a balloon, etc., for example. Fire- 
works are balls of fire. If they were flat, they 
would not rise to such a height in the air, and 
gently fall, buoyed up by the currents. Any 
round article simply revolves through space, or 
rolls along the ground. It cannot sink if any 
object more buoyant is underneath it, but gra- 
dually descends with the atmosphere. When a 
ball is thrown, it describes an arc ; but anything 
rough or flat faUs in a slanting direction. 

Therefore the earth is an asphyxated sphere, 
suspended in space, receiving life and changing 
influences by a continual current of air and op- 
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posite forces moving around it. This, of course; 
shows the actions of a Creator who places every- 
thing in its proper position. The bodies holding 
the globe in its own particular circle are of greater 
and lesser magnitude ; but their unequal distances 
allow of animate and separate existences. If 
the earth were by attraction drawn out of its 
station, and impinged towards one of these pla- 
nets, it would probably become a void itself; but 
if its electric power were sufficient to draw an- 
other body close to it, that would be destroyed ; 
but in either instance, when they had approached 
within a certain distance, both would be annihi- 
lated. But the Creator and Buler of the universe 
rules otherwise. If such an occurrence did take 
place, the existing order of things in the celestial 
spheres would all become affected ; and probably, 
a connecting link in the planetary world being 
thrown out of gear, the whole system would 
undergo a change. However, although destroyed, 
nothing would be lost. The particles would 
eventually become welded into a solid mass — i.e. 
amalgamated in their strata; or they might be 
broken up into smaller spheroids, and in t}xe end, 

D 
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although divided by thousands of miles, they 
would, by refracstion, become dependent upon one 
another for fixity and revolution in space : their 
separate electric forces, brought into combination, 
would balance them, and thus they would again, 
take their places in the economy of nature ; but 
not so if there were no existence such as that of 
a Creator, a Buler, a Governor, and an Orderer of 
nature. 

We Christians do not require a Bible to prove 
that there is a God in heaven who governs aU 
things, who watches all our movements, and 
records- our actions, whether good or bad. We in- 
wardly realise his presence, and endeavour to 
conform to his rules of life. If it were not so^ 
anarchy and discontent in every conceivable form 
would be rampant within us. It is our heart 
that makes us contented with the position in life 
wherein we are placed. We feel that we are de- 
pendent upon our God for health, whereby we 
are enabled to provide necessaries for our families, 
and bestow charity upon our poorer brethren. 
With this knowledge pervading our minds we do 
not get apathetic, but look upon all things as 
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working together for good to them who love God. 
Although misfortune come upon us, we are en- 
abled to surmount it by reason of holding this 
fact. Our belief in strength to overcome our 
losses makes us throw greater energy into 
our business, so that we may recover from their 
pernicious effects. If, on the contrary, our faith 
lay dormant, we should sink into lower depths 
of misery, acutely feeling that it is impossible to 
recover from the blow that has stricken us down 
in worldly prosperity. But the man who knows 
the truth, shakes himself free from the vortex of 
despondency, and begins the wodd again, re- 
posing great confidence in him to whom he looks 
for idtimate success and victory* Therefore he 
takes no thought of evil surroundings, but carries 
a pure atmosphere into spots where previously all 
was darkness, miseiy, and woe. 

A walk in the garden of the Lord assists the 
creature in catching hold of the attributes o£ a 
Creator. Every living thing, in the solemn quiet- 
ness that pervades the air, is gaily singing songs 
of praise, or lying in the rays of the sun enjoying 
sweet nepoae. The pedestarian is onJ^ the trou- 
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bled being that croBses the land ; and as he jour- 
neys through the woodland his dark thoughts 
vanish^ and higher aspirations fill his souL He 
becomes entranced with the beauty of unadorned 
nature^ and its soft velvet-like carpet, the silent 
whispering of the leaves^ and the utterances 
of the birds — ^those happy bipeds who have no 
care, no toil, no fears except from the rapacity of 
the hawk, introduced as a destroyer through man's 
disobedience. Buried in such scenes as these, 
the heart rebounds, and feels there is joy in the 
earth for those who place confidence in nature's 
God. The hitherto castndown conscience bright- 
ens ; its enervating depressions are silently but 
surely taken away ; and man intuitively grasps 
at a hope beyond the grave. And this is pro- 
duced by quiet meditation and by soliloquizing on 
what is occurring amid unadorned nature, where 
the hand of the agriculturist never pruned. 
He is surrounded by the virgin vegetation of 
six thousand years ; he probably treads through 
a spot that never heard the echo of a falling 
footstep, and the timid hare trembles at his ap- 
proach. Every living thing moving around him la 
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astonished at bi& intrusion, and cannot recognise 
the character of the man in any other light than 
that of an enemy. The stillness of the forest 
being awoke, the birds endeavour to soothe 
away their fears by continually, as before, 
twittering forth thedr notes of praise, and thus 
become a solace to the iaroubled soul of poor 
dependent man. Why, under the influence of the 
golden and gorgeous noonday sun, are the carols 
of the innocexKt, timid bird» all in one unison- 
joy, pleasure ? No crooning or croaking sounds, 
such as those of the rav^i, and ''birds who 
" haunt the midnight sky " in search of prey. 
From thoughts of the sweetness of the song-birds 
he turns his eyes upon the face of nature, whereby 
his mind becomes forcibly impressed ^th a 
great lesson of ChristiaiL truth. For the decay of 
a tree and the fall of the leaves indicate death, 
and the rebudding of the plants a resurrectic»i to 
life. We perceive that the minutest particle of 
growth in nature receives sufficient nourishment 
for its sustenance, and no more; whereas the 
great oaks obtain their full requisition of mois- 
ture, from their topmost branches to their 
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farthest extending fibres. If nature were spon- 
taneous in her action, without a guide, the 
large trees would not receive enough water, 
whilst the small shrubs and minute plants would 
be deluged with a superfluous quantity. This 
forcibly points out the Almighty as a Regulator 
of the processes of nature, as weU as a Creator and 
Organizer of the spheres. The action of moisture 
is varied, too, in accordance with the description 
of plant it has to nourish. Some are terribly 
absorbent, others greedily suck up the moisture 
from all their surroundings, while some derive 
but little refreshing sprays. The falling dew 
would nurture the violet, whilst the forest trees 
require heavy rains and excessive moisture. 

Solitude in a forest ! The spirit walks with 
God 1 An impressive awe overcomes the most 
, unruly spirit. Experience it, atheist, and you 
wiU find you possess a reproving conscience 
that will cry out, " The Lord, he is God ; it is 
" he that hath made us, and not we ourselves ; we 
" are his people, and the sheep of his pasture." 
The solitary contemplation, away from argu- 
mentative fidends, scientific books, and abstruse 
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ideas, prompts the creature to acknowledge this 
solemn fact ; the silence of the maiden pastures, 
the atmospheric stilhiess, the joviaUty of the 
aerial singers, and the false security of the 
quadrupeds, constrain you to admit that there is 
something you cannot describe moving within 
you. Tour heart is full while sauntering through 
the forest ; and you acknowledge a superior 
authority to man, although you may endeavour 
to argue it away when you return from its shades 
into the outer world of controversy and diverse 
dogmas. A man possessed of atheistical opinions 
would become bereft of reason if he were confined 
to these shades, imless he conformed to the true 
rule of life, and made a solemn recantation of his 
heathenish ideas. He would, in the retirement 
of his bed-chamber, bear the burden of the night, 
with its occasional footfalls, in fitful wakefulness ; 
but he could not trust himself to encounter the 
solemnity of the woodlands, wherein the only 
unhappy presence would be his miserable, per- 
plexed, and unbelieving soul, that strives against 
facts, and tempts him to deny the existence of a 
Qod. He would be constrained in desperate 
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madness of sorrow, to admit that the " Lord, he 
^ is God." 

A grain of wheat most forcibly exemplifies a 
resurrection to life. In the course of nature the 
seed is placed in the ground, and, becoming decom- 
posed, its constituent particleis undergo a change to 
form straw, grain, and chaff. Then the warmth of 
nurture, foreign agencies, and husbandry revivify 
it under the attraction of light ; and it springs 
up again, and becomes a new life — typifying 
a resurrection. It assumes, however, a very dif- 
ferent form, bearing eventually upon its stem in 
the harvest numerous duplicates of its original 
self — ^a golden coronet, formed from nature by 
nature's God. The warm earth had nurtured it 
until it pierced the ground ; then light, assisted 
by wind and rain, guided by an all-seeing Hand, 
brought it to perfection. If the seed had been 
thrown broadcast to the wind, it would not have 
found sufficient covering, and, drying up, would 
have withered away, or reproduced itself in some 
inferior character. " In the sweat of thy brow 
" shalt thou eat bread all the days of thy life," 
was the terrible judgment on fallen man when he 
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brought death into the world, and all its attend- 
ant sorrows ; and the Creator, as an infliction of 
punishment, made the creature an agent (a 
tiller of the ground, for the whole economy of 
nature had received a brand upon it) in the 
reproduction of the cereals and other crops, and 
a manufacturer therefrom of articles necessary for 
use and consumption. Previously his food was 
close at hand without preparation, as he lived 
upon the firuits of Eden's happy garden. His 
course of life, however, was changed ; and as he 
became mortal, he required stronger food to keep 
up the fire of life than he would have done if he 
had never sinned. Then no animal food would 
have been required for his meals. He became 
carnivorous by his fall, and his sin produced 
murder, war, sickness, sorrow, death. Purity is 
^^f joy> peace, eternity, everlasting bliss. Man 
would be as tree and bounding as the skylark, 
employing his time in pealing anthems of praise 
and adoration to his Maker, if he had not dis- 
obeyed God and fallen &om his high estate. We 
should see no mark of sorrow on his brow, 
no careworn look, no anxieties — no quarrels, no 
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turmoil, no war; but all would be peace — the 
peace that passeth not away, the peace of mind, 
Boul, and conscience, that abideth for ever. 

The virgin forests and uncultivated plains, so 
rich and varied in their grandeur, redound with 
undergrowth and foliage of exceeding beauty, 
unaided by the hand of man. This redundance 
would not be seen by a cursory glance at the 
landscape; but where light penetrates, there will 
spring up flora and other productions of nature 
in most splendid profusion. The soil receives 
from the alUbountiful Creator all it requires in 
the sustenance of the masterpieces of nature ; and 
the sun delighte in producing ita prisma in single 
splendours in the garden of the Lord — the flora 
being all in unison, owing their colour to light — 
in bright reds, yellows, blues, etc., and their varia- 
tions and combinations, in multifarious forms of 
beauty and magniflcence. The pioneer no sooner 
plants his foot on the uncultivated land or vii^gin 
forest, than a tiller of the earth is requisite to 
cultivate those products whereof pure nature does 
not stand in need ; and the beautiful foliage, the 
wild, passionate flora,^and its voluptuous appen- 
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dages, disappear with the onward march of the 
human race, and tillage takes the place of teeming 
and never-ending earth-flowers and grasses. The 
rough-shod plough turns up the last-mentioned 
with unmerciful hand, whilst the dull-sounding 
axe fells the giant sentinels of the forest. Civili- 
sation plants a town where once stood a forest, 
and the free growth of centuries becomes incor- 
porated in the dwellings of the settlers. The 
solemnity is overcome ; and what was erewhile 
haunted by free and merry-hearted song-birds, 
is often turned into the abode of ribaldry and 
sin, as the work of destruction proceeds. But 
what becomes of the songsters of the woods? 
Th^ disappear, no one knows whither. Do they 
seek fresh fields and new pastures ? or do they 
die, and come to nothing ? They in all probabi- 
lity lose the sweetness of their notes, and possi- 
bly they droop and pine, and become lost for ever. 
Their home destroyed, how can they be joyous ? 
As the Babylonian captives said, "How can 
''we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?" 
Their little bursting hearts become heavy, and 
they cannot carol amidst desolation their an- 
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them of praise to their Creator. The solemnity 
of the scene is, no doubt, felt by the pioneers ; 
but the high aspirations wear away as the work 
of demolition proceeds by the aid of the mattock 
and the spade, and the colonising Tnarch of 
hv/nuin intellect. 

But there is a great difference between earth- 
growth in plants and the human frame. Insect 
life is to some extent spontaneous, but not so 
man's ; he possesses a soul, as well as a body. 
When that body dies, he is materially dead, 
until the day of judgment shall arrive. Can 
any one deny that the mortal body dies ? or 
can he contradict the assertion that it becomes 
corrupt — food for worms. As in the beautiful 
service for the dead, "though after my skin, 
" worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shaU I 
"see God." Buried man's mortality undergoes 
a different process to the grain of wheat ; there 
it lies, and smoulders in its deep and narrow bed 
of earth into minute particles of dust> there to 
remain until even the sea shall give up her dead. 
The corn-fields are sweet and wholesome to pene- 
trate: a walk across a battle field is pestife- 
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rous and sickening. Here is most incontestably 
shown the presence of a Creator. The soldier 
dies, and his remains undergo decomposition, 
because God has said that man shall die, and sink 
into dust and ashes. His word has gone forth, 
and it cannot be altered. For God is not a man : 
he cannot lie- And why is this ? Because the 
spirit is absent. There is no light, no beneficent 
rays of sunshine, no revivifying power ; and in 
the grave must man's mortality remain, until the 
Great Spirit re-iUumines the world with that 
perfect beauty it originally possessed ; and those 
piercing rays will penetrate the dark earth, and 
cause \hB dead to rise from their loathsome tombs, 
the dry bones to cling to the dormant dust, and 
they will become (through electricity, or the 
power of motion, call it what you will) redothed 
spirits, reanimated bodies, ready to receive judg- 
ment from their Creator for the good or evil deeds 
they committed under this economy. What 
win the atheist say to this ? for he will most 
assuredly be there ; and appalled and conscience- 
stricken, he will be the first to cry out for pardon 
and mercy to a just, jealou and offended God, 



46 THE LORD OF SABAOTH. 

He will receive the terrible reply, " I never knew 
" you. Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlast- 
'' ing fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." 
Mark this, Tiot prepared for men created in the 
image of God, but for the previous inhabitants 
of this regenerated earth. '* O ye dry bones, hear 
** the word of the Lord ! Behold, I will cause 
''breath to enter into you, and ye shall live." 
He who said this can fulfil his promises ; for he is 
infinitude, omnipotence, omnipresence, and holds 
the world in the palm of his hand. He can crash 
us as readily as we can destroy the emmet, one 
of the most minute of the anatomies in nature. 
He who created microscopical life, as perfect in 
form and construction as man himself, can fling 
us into a wild abyss, into darkness, misery, and 
anguish, where there is nought but weeping, and 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth. 

These remarks of mine are to some extent 
caused by reading Professor Huxley's address at 
Liverpool in 1S70 to the British Association for 
the AdvaDcement of Science. I do not strain at 
gnats, and swallow camels. Men of scienoe oflien 
behold a mirage ; they believe they see under the 
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microscope things that do not exist. I do not 
in the least intend to imply that Professor Huxley 
does. It would be preposterous in me to advance 
such an opinion ; and I should be sorry to do so. 
Science is a handmaiden who opens the door of 
nature, and shows us some of her internal work- 
ings, in plants, insect Hfe, and other existences ; 
but it cannot fathom the depths of nature — ^those 
secret movements more delicate and finer than 
the hairspring of a watch. There is an abiding 
mystery, known to the Creator alone. The most 
faithful votaries of science cannot tell us of the 
action of the human frame in all its minutiae ; 
they cannot expose the living architecture to 
survey, although they can examine and dissect 
the body when life has fled, and give us an account 
of its appearance after death, and propositions as 
to its living action. Ah I if they could only strip 
the flesh from the fibres while the pulsations of 
the human frame were in motion^ what a mighty 
volumewouldbeop^siedup! GHieycan but surmise 
as to the former presences from what they perceive. 
It is simply guess work, and is considered the 
working of nature. If they could but see the inner 
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working of the Creator's Spirit in man, they would 
be constrained to throw their arguments and 
doubts to the winds. But I verily am like Thomas 
Didymus in regard to many scientific facts, and 
class them with travellers' tales. I came across 
a quotation from St. Paul's Epistle to the Corinth- 
ians (1 XV. 36) in Professor Huxley's address, in- 
troduced in the following manner : — " Lucretius, 
who had drunk deeper of the scientific spirit than 
any poet of ancient or modem times except 
Goethe, intends to speak as a philosopher rather 
'* than as a poet when he writes that with 'good 
'' ' reason the earth has gotten the name of mother, 
'* * since all things are produced out of the earth. 
" ' And many Uving creatures even now spring out 
*' ' of the earth, taking forms by the raina and the 
" ' heat of the sun.' [Aad I«ici*thi8 4s light^i^ 
conjecture, but he does not attribute the action 
to the attending causes that assist light and rain.] 
" The axiom of ancient science, * that the corrup- 
" ' tion of one thing is the birth of another,' had its 
" popular embodiment in the notion that the seed 
" dies before the young plant springs from it ; a 
''belief so widespread that St. Paul appeals to it 



•^ l|2<*»'' •■•■' " '• 



THE LORD OF 8ABA0TH. 49 

"in one of the most splendid outbursts of his 
" fervid eloquence : ' Thou fool, that which thou 
" ' sowest is not quickened unless it die/ " [Does 
the learned professor intend to infer that Paul was 
a fanatic, believing in an aery nothing ? or what 
does he mean by what follows ? There could have 
been no Paul if there were no Christ. And 
these epistles were written under spiritual guid- 
ance, and his similes could not be against what 
was actually fact. He then remarks] : *' The 
" proposition that life may and does proceed from 
"that which has no life, then, was held alike by 
" the philosophers, the poets, and the people of 
" the most enlightened nations eighteen hundred 
" years ago, and it remained the accepted doctrine 
"of learned and unlearned Europe through the 
"Middle Ages, down even to the seventeenth 
" century." The people of over eighteen hundred 
years ago were more ingenious in all the arts of 
domestic and decorative science than those living 
at the present day; and there is no doubt their 
acute sciences were as perfect, and most probably 
more correct than our own. He then goes on to 
say that Bedi placed a piece of meat in the open 
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air (air is life), and maggots were generated by 
the blowfly; but placing it in a vessel covered 
with gauze, no visible life was to be found, 
although it putrefied. How long did Redi keep 
his piece of meat in a jar under gauze ? Did 
he keep it a week, or a month ? Air is life ; and 
the worm would make itself spontaneously present 
in time ; for it is so ordered by an all-wise Creator. 
How long will man fight against God and his 
word of truth ? No book is so interesting or so 
poetical as the Bible : no matter into whatever 
language it may be translated, it retains a bril- 
liant ring of thQ true gold of doubly refined purity. 
No one can deny that life exists within life ; the 
dead food regenerates into life in the system (or 
how would tape worms become present in the 
living human body) ; forms blood spores, so that 
nature is not impoverished. As I said before, 
argumentative science and reasoning power will 
icast away fact, and make dross perfect and pure 
metal. Death would not ensue in a healthy 
body, if the action were always the same — if it 
depended on earthly influences alone — ^as it would 
be impossible for decay to enter -^here there is a 
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continuous and regular rule of life and vigour by 
induction. Here is a quotation where science is 
at faulty and becomes nothing but theoretical : 
" That which excites fermentation and putrefac- 
" tion, and at the same time gives rise to living 
"forms in a fermentable or putrescible fluids is 
" not a gas, and is not a divisible fluid ; therefore 
" it is either a coUoid, or it is solid matter divided 
" into very minute particles." The professor can 
tell us what it is Tiot, not wJvat it is. Can he 
account for the origin of the vinegar plant, from 
the mixing of sugar, treacle, and water in a vessel ? 
Covered over with pierced paper, it receives light 
and air; in some instances warmth and air only. 
Every one is aware that it is caused by fermen- 
tation ; but how does it occur that the sugar and 
treacle disappear, and in their place appears 
vinegar ? the vessel being also filled with large 
fungi, and from this original spontaneous produc- 
tion these absorbent plants can be transmitted 
and reproduced by a species of so-called cultiva- 
tion. This proves incontestably that science 
cannot fathom the inscrutable mysteries of God. 
Cotton-wool placed over an orifice will only 
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admit pure air; but what will be the action 
upon the cotton- wool that filtered the air when 
thrown into putridity ? It is common knowledge 
that life is within life ; that our blood, our bodies^ 
are minute particles of life that make up a 
wondrous machine. Nothing is destroyed in 
nature ; everything increases in bulk rather than 
loses in consistency. If you boil water, it swells 
ere it escapes as steam by the process of evapo- 
ration. If you pour a glass of beer into a small 
vessel, and subject it to the process of boiling, you 
will find that the glass will not again contain it 
all whilst in a heated state. In the same manner 
the plant rises from the ground, absorbs moisture 
therefrom as it increases in size, and at the same 
time obtains warmth and nutriment &om its 
varied forces and constituents ; although the earth 
is impoverished thereby, there does not appear to 
be any diminution in the quantity of material 
wherefrom it sprung. Thus a vegetable or flower 
garden, year by year, shows no apparent decrease 
of earth surface, although much has been produced 
therein, and the quantity of manure annually 
introduced is not at all equal in bulk to the 
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growth of plants and flowers cultivated. Hereby 
the Divine agency is again forcibly shown to be 
prevalent in the assistance and continuity of 
earth products, by allowing nothing to be lost, 
by prolific growth, from the forces of nature, and 
also argues that external forces are brought to 
bear by the Creator whereby increase resolves 
itself from increase. 

I do not wish to become personal in my re- 
marks, or provoke controversy ; but I am bound 
to say that such argument as that adduced by 
the learned professor, and received by his hearers, 
is liable to throw itself back upon such as luxu- 
riate in it. The man — does he expect to lie dor- 
mant like a fly, and his body perish for ever 
and ever ? Can he come to any other conclusion 
than this : that the fine perceptibilities of the 
brain denote a future existence ? that speech — ^the 
mode of conveying your ideas — ^learning, wisdom, 
senses, and other faculties are possessed only by 
man, and are not bestowed upon a perishable 
creature ? Those who generate similar ideas to 
those quoted will some day sensibly feel that 
they are in error, will admit that everything 
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originally sprung, and even now in many cases are 
produced, from Twthvrig except God. Scientific 
research amongst the objects of nature is some- 
times, nay often, at fault; but mark the dis- 
tinction : the Architect and Builder of nature's 
domain never made an error. Away, doubting 
heart ! receive the truth, and feel conscientiously 
that the Lord he is God. "All things were made 
"by him, and without him was not anything 
" made that was made. In him was life : and the 
" life was the light of men. And the light shineth 
" in darkness, and the darkness comprehended it 
" not." 

How do those believers in Professor Huxley's 
peculiar eccentricities account for the presence, 
in such large quantities, of those blood-worms in 
the refuse of the stable that are considered a 
great dainty by perch and other fish, much to the 
patient angler's satisfaction ? Their appearance 
is totally different to the common earth-worm. 
They cannot say that they are generated by 
other life of a specific form in the shape of eggs. 
How does he account for the presence of body- 
lice, that are looked upon simply as the product 
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of filthy habits — as a scourge to the uncleanly ? 
They certainly do not originate in an egg, but, 
most undoubtedly, eggs are produced to a great 
extent from the first comers, if they are not era- 
dicated. How do they account for gniss growing 
up against a stone, where there is a bit of vacant 
earth in a London yard, and yet there is no other 
grass nor seeds of flowers introduced into the 
place ? These are simple questions, but can they 
be answered ? Again, a house is built entirely 
with new bricks, and kept scrupulously clean for 
years: how is it that that household pest, the 
bug, finds its habitation behind the paper where- 
with the bare walls are hidden ? Can he answer 
that ? It is an acknowledged fact they get there; 
but how ? who can tell ? No one but he who 
made us, and commands the universe. 

A clever contributor to science, Dr. H. Charl- 
ton Bastian, refuses to countenance the verity 
of Professor Huxley's, in my opinion erroneous, 
assertions. The former's remarks are more in 
accordance with what is actually true in nature. 
He does not attribute them to any particularisupe- 
rior regulated source, but to spontaneous action. 
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He disproves the theory of Redi. In an experi- 
mental trial, extending over four days, animal 
life of a foreign character was found in a vessel 
that had been blocked at its entrance with cotton- 
.wool. In another vessel, similarly plugged, life was 
observant in the short space of forty-two hours. 
These two experiments were tried upon an in- 
cision of cooked and raw meat respectively. 
" When doctors differ, who shall then agree ? " 
Although the remark of Dr. Bastian accords with 
what is actual belief and fact, he does not trace 
it back to an Organiser and Creator. All his facts 
are deduced from explorative research in micro- 
scopical science. There may be some truth in 
the quotations that follow from Professor RoUes- 
ton's remarks^ as to science being viewed in a 
purely earthly relation : but after conducting re- 
^search in that spirit, ought we not to admit that 
we owe all this wonderful motive power to a 
Superior Being ? The latter professor will not 
deny, I should imagine, that, although spontaneous 
generation earthwise, it is due to the ordinances 
and will of the Almighty alone. He knows that 
God could disintegrate everything to such an 
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extent that spontaneity could not under any 
circumstances occur. If sire give way purely to 
worldly teaching, we bestow all the honour upon 
man, and consider him the orthodox discoverer 
of an actual occurrence though purely of an acci- 
dental character. Nothing occurs accidentally ; 
but by a concise mixture of forces. My body is 
sustained by a judicious repetition and variation 
of succulent forces. Mind possessing power over 
matter, I desire variety in my food, so that 
nothing becomes nauseous, and the appetite does 
not pine away. My feelings are prompted by 
my appetite. If I were very hungry, I should 
like probably a good steak; but if my craving 
were of a dainty character, I should wish for 
something Ught, probably a fowl or a sole. If 
you gave me beef, beef, beef, nought but beef, I 
should sicken at its sight. I should grow sick 
and distasteful; my mind (the action from the 
brain, that wonderful gift of God, that men per- 
vert for their own evil and ill-advised ends) 
governs me. The lion asks for beef, beef, beef, 
when he is caged, and nought but beef; instinct 
tells him it is his natural food: he is simply 
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carnivorous, and would spurn th^ adjuncts we 
desire. Besides, he Kkes it raw ; he has a lean- 
ing towards blood even in his haJf-tamed condi- 
tion. He thrives on what would do us harm ; 
while we obtain strength from what would bring 
him unto the lowest state of weakness. Here,' 
then, is another wonderful illustration of the 
wise dispensation of providence. Have any of 
these men who thus attribute all creation to 
earthly iofluences alone ever lain upon a bed of 
sickness, and felt that their last hour was at 
hand ? If they have, can they deny this : Have 
they not felt a kind of tremour passing through 
their body, and their whole past life conjured up 
before them ? Their evil deeds crush them as 
they pass panoramically through their visionary 
thoughts, and they begin to think there must 
be some high power that can assist them. Those 
therefore pray who never prayed before; and 
they begin to realise St. Paul's apostrophe: 
''Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not 
'' quickened unless it die," in all its useful, soul- 
instructing solemnity. That soul, so deadened 
by active business-life, searches the whole body ; 



THE LOBD OF SABAOTH. 59 

the agonising conscience cries for mercy, and 
the brain realises with the fullest force all the 
inscrutable decrees of providence. Supplication 
and prayer for the heavy weight of sin to be 
removed come up from the innermost recesses 
of the heart of the man whose earthly existence 
is only, as it were, dependent on the strength of 
a hair. The least strain will break it, and then 
life flies to its source. The soul is lifted out of 
the body by pain, conscience, and indecision ; but 
as soon as the man feels he is a Christian in his 
heart, the change is as momentary as the rattle of 
death ; and he acknowledges the one true God as 
the Maker and Ruler of all things, and lays his 
bleeding heart upon the altar of intercession; 
liis pains, his soirows, his pricked conscience, all 
disappear, and he is supremely happy. That 
strength only comes to a man when he is* past 
hope, when he £bids physicians are vain, when he 
beholds downcast looks and shaking heads. Then 
he puts his trust in Ood, '^ for vain is the help of 
" man." Unless launched suddenly into eternity, 
all persons who are content to let science be 
governed only by what they call n(xtural or 
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earthly causes, instead of attributing it to spon- 
taneous order from a Governor (who " spake the 
" word, and it was done," who " commanded, and 
" it went forth," who has placed all things " in 
" subjection under his feet"), will be compelled 
to submit to the stem decree of God, and proclaim 
a Creator and a Judge. 

The following are Professor BoUeston's remarks, 
above referred to. He considers that the exami- 
nation of scientific facts should be developed 
without the least notice being taken of the 
creative power beyond the spontaneous genera- 
tion of nature. "The question of spontaneous 
" generation touches upon certain susceptibilities 
" which lie outside the realm of science. In this 
'' place, however, we have to do only with scien- 
" tific arguments, and I trust that the section will 
" support the committee in their wish to exclude 
''from our discussions all extraneous considera- 
"tions. Truth is one; all roads which really 
"lead to it will assuredly converge sooner or 
"later; our business is to see that the one we 
"are ourselves concerned with is properly laid 
" out and metalled. Upon this inatter I am glad 
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" to be able to fortify myself by two authorities ; 
'' and first of these I will place an utterance of 
"Archbishop Whately, which may be found in 
the second volume of his Life, pp. 66 — 68, 
set. 57, an. 1844. 'A person possessing real 
'faith will be fully convinced that whatever 
"'suppressed physical fact appears to militate 
" ' against his religion will be proved by physical 
"'investigation either to be unreal or else re- 
"'concilable with his religion. If I were to 
" ' found a church, one of my articles would be 
"'that it is not allowable to bring forward 
" ' Scripture or any religious considerations at 
" ' all to prove or disprove any physical theory, 
' or any but religious and moral considerations.' 
My second quotation shall be taken from the 
great work of one of the first, as I apprehend, 
of living theologians, John Macleod Campbell, 
'"The Nature of the Atonement,' pp. xxxii., 
"xxxiii., Introd., and it runs thus: 'There are 
"'other minds whose habits of pure scientific 
'"^investigation are to them a temptation to 
" ' approach the claim of the kingdom of God on 
'^'our faith by a wrong path, causing them to 
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" ' ask for a kind of evidence not proper to the 
' subject, and so hindering their weighing fairly 
' what belongs to it. No scientific study of the 

* phenomena which imply a reign of law could 

* ever have issued in the discovery of the king- 
" ' dom of God. But neither can it issue in any 

'discovery which contradicts the existence of 
' that kingdom; nor can any mind in the Ught 
" * of the kingdom of God hesitate to conclude 
" ' that if such seeming contradictions arise there 
" * is implied the presence of error either as to 
" ' the facts or as to conclusions from the facts.' 
"These are valuable words and weighty testi- 
" monies. But in a matter of this importance 
" one must not forbear to point out what may 
" seem to be wanting even in the dicta of such 
"men as the two I have quoted. Neither of 
"them has allowed the J)ossibility of error 
" attaching itself to the utterances of more than 
" one of the two parties in such issues as those 
" contemplated. Neither appears to have thought 
" of the cases in which religious men, if not theo- 
" logians, have brought war on the world because 
" of the offences they have with ill-considered 
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"enunciations created. And, whilst fully sym- 
"pathising with all that the Archbishop and 
" Mr. Campbell have said, I must say that they 
''appear to me to have left something unsaid, 
''and this something may be wrapped up in 
"the caution that there may be faults on both 
*' sides." Why should such reasoning as this be 
carried out? Everything should be put down 
to its original source, whatever may be its deri- 
vative. We impute the foul deeds of a man to his 
individuality; and we visit punishment on the 
bad in their own persons. Why should we not, 
therefore, commend and search nature's works 
through a Christiim or divine agency ? 

It must be admitted that all nature is life 
of some description, either minute, cognate, or 
diffuse, else there would be no generation of 
plants or flowers, roots or tubers. But to gather 
the particles together cannot rest with nature 
alone, or what may be called spontaneous action. 
Forms in nature undergo transformation, and 
become food for man. Burnt coal-ashes repre- 
sent a portion of vegetable life ; so does the con- 
glomeration of the excrement of animals and 
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decayed straw^ and also artificial forces. Of 
course the growth of a plant is simply a con- 
tinual addition and embodiment of nature— a 
transmission from one state to another as ex- 
emplified above ; but decidedly under the admi- 
nistration of a beneficent and all-seeing Creator. 
The more deeply scientific men fathom the v/n- 
knovm depths of the mysteries of nature, of earth 
and matter, the more effectually do they prove 
the existence of a Ood in heaven, who originated 
and rules all, although their logical argument is 
conducive to the support of different and hyper- 
critical theories. If the water we drink is fiill of 
life (we know it is full of action by its force and 
motive power, for you might as well attempt to 
stop a cannon ball with your hand as endeavour 
to overthrow the power of aqueous matter), so 
must the earth, the air, and everything around 
us, be life itself in some shape or another. The 
only thing that we can remark is that there is 
dead life (decomposition ere it quickens) and 
living life (a structure having vigour and action), 
one a visible life and one an mvisible life. 
Speaking in a general way a recent writer ob- 
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serves : " The facts of science are like mountains : 
"the higher their head pierces into the clouds^ 
"the broader is the base by which they rest 
" upon the earth. It matters very much indeed 
to all alike, whether high or low, learned or un- 
learned, that this intensely delicate investiga- 
tion should be pushed forward without fear and 
" without presumption, so that the truth may be 
" if possible known. Whether it should apjpear 
" thai life once begun perpetually developed from 
" itself in obedience to an unreiurnvng or divine 
" PROGRESS, or whether it shall be found that the 
" world of matter which we call * dead ' is a bed 
"for the birth of infant life, a grand step is 
*' achieved by human knowledge in the compre- 
" hension of the universe around, and therefore 
" in the comprehension of the laws that govern 
"all life, our own included." Such conclusions 
as Huxley, Pasteur, and Tyndall arrive at, the 
same writer asserts, "open up the prospect of 
"utterly abolishing what are called zymotic 
" diseases." Does he mean that men of science 
will eventually conquer death? God is not a 
man that he should die. K such peculiar 

F 



66 THE LORD OF SABAOTH. 

reasoning as this last is carried out, man to con- 
quer death must war against God. 

Scientific facts are simply, in many instances, 
yearning thoughts, imaginary occurrences. Dis- 
tend your eyes, and you can see two objects 
where only one exists ; and by the aid of a ste- 
reoscope you see only one object where two are 
present. Thus in nature we behold what there is 
not, and gaze upon what we do not discern ; 
whereby deception of sight produces occurrences 
that never existed. Man sees everything upside 
down, but the brain-power and mind reverses it 
and places it in its correct position. Not one 
man in a hundred probably is aware of this fact, 
and wonders how it is that when he has his 
photograph taken on the camera it depicts him 
in an inverse position, showing the correctness of 
the alleged fact. 

Animals see us enlarged and reversed, hence, 
the great command we possess over them. Their 
eyes undoubtedly magnify objects, or else they 
would not be so submissive to man's will ; whilst 
our eyesight, if anything, reduces the size of ob- 
jects. The con%uration of nature looks smaller 
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to the human eye than it is in reality. This can 
be easily proved by attempting to judge the width 
of a piece of water. A man in science keeps a 
small theory, places it carefully in a bag, and 
blows away at it till he has made it assume large 
proportions, and then brings it forward as a mon. 
strous and uncontradictory fact, You may ponder 
over a lie until you believe it to be true, and you 
feel you are king of some country, like many in- 
mates of Colney Hatch and Hanwell. 

Every one is bound to admit that nature (un- 
assisted or otherwise) is governed by certain 
laws. If there is law, then, as previously stated, 
there must be a law-maker, the same as there 
are propounders of laws in our own senate; but 
mark this, there is not a law-breaker on the 
whole face of the earth, except man. As often' 
stated, the British Isles are inhabited solely by 
law-makers and law-breakers ; for there is not 
one living being who has not offended one law, 
even if it be that one refening to staying away 
from church on Sunday. Then all things obey 
a law. The tide muH flow and recede ; the seed 
7mi8t be sown; the potato must be planted; the 
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rain m'ltst fall ; the sun mtwf only shine by day ; 
the leaves must decay in autumn, although the 
trees bud again in the spring, i.e., come spon- 
taneoudy to life; undressed animal food must 
become tainted in close, sultry weather by the 
action of heat, and soon arrive at a state of 
putridity. All things in this economy m/ust take 
place under a given rule: therefore there must 
be guidance and government. Man when created 
was subservient to these or similar rules; but 
possessing mind beside matter he rebelled, and 
altered the whole course of his existence. Man 
in a state of purity and without sin would simply 
obey the laws of created nature, and be to a 
certain extent passive. To wit, he would not 
require to labour ; his food would be as ready to 
his hand as the nourishment of nature is to earth- 
growth. By this proposition chance or accidental 
germination is thrown to the winds : alone it can 
have no resting place in the world of matter. 
What is matter ? It is simply life. All virus is 
life. Therefore, everything being life, various 
forms of creation are brought into existence by 
spontaneous action through the ordinances of God. 
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There appear to be other branches of science 
beside experimentive and microscopic. There is 
what is called social science — or, more propeHj^, 
humanitarian science — ^that will benefit our bre- 
thren, not only symbolically, but demonstratively. 
The deductions are derived from a source where- 
upon the others do not draw for inspiration and 
encouragement, and the results notified are as- 
cribed to the original constructor of the universe. 
The teaching is diverse from that of the others, 
and the modes of procedure are as far removed 
from one another as the two poles. The Social 
Science Congress open their proceedings with 
prayer and adoration of their Creator. The 
members thank Ood that they possess brain- 
power superior to their fellows, and use it, 
through Divine influence, for the future benefit 
of man — ^to alleviate his sufferings ; to alter his 
mode of life; to purify morals and the social 
atmosphere ; to suggest the means of obtaining 
healthy currents where nought but disagreeable 
odours prevail; to promote and harmonize in- 
dustry ; to strike at the root of every description 
of vice and immorality, and to throw out sugges- 
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tions for their diminution, if not for their total 
annihilation. The workers in such pathways of 
science as these cannot but give God the glory, 
and thereby they add lustre to the work wherein 
they are engaged. 

I quote the following from the report of an 
address by the Bev. Canon Norris, on the opening 
of the Fourteenth Social Science Congress, held 
at Newcastle-on-Tyne, as it bears out the state- 
ment that different opinions are entertained in 
other branches of science, and that such a com- 
mencement was appreciated by the Congress, 
or else it would not have been carried out. 
What has been previously quoted desires us to 
dismiss God totally frt)m our thoughts when dis- 
cussing scientific questions* But pay heed to 
the following, and weigh it in your mind, and 
then reply as to the best mode of continuing 
research upon any particular subject : — " Canon 
" Norris reminded • his hearers that they had 
" met to discuss questions that were among the 
" gravest that could occupy the mind of a na- 
" tion ; to inquire whether there is a philosophy 
" of society, and, if so, what are its principles, and 
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" how they can be appKed to the amendment of 
" laws, to the health of the people, to the reforma- 
" tion of criminals, to the education of children, 
"to the reformation of trade. He declined to 
" separate these questions from those of religion ; 
"for unless the moral world and the world of 
" nature were under the same supreme govern- 
" ment no philosophy of society would he pos- 
" sible, o/nd the deliberation of the m^etmg would 
" he in vain. But the sense of responsibility 
" with which man has been invested mAist have 
" heen conferred upon hvmwith reference to some 
" eternal purpose ; and hence his destiny is in- 
" vested with a grandeur that at once renders a 
" philosophy of society not only a possibility, but 
" the most ennobling of studies, since in investi- 
" gating its laws we are investigating the laws 
" of God. And therefore m£n rightly assemhle 
" in a house of prayer, and in all sincerity ask 
" him who commanded the light to shine out of 
" darkness that he may enlighten their hearts to 
" understand his purposes for man.' In the next 
" place, if a science of society be a possibility, 
" what are its essential principles ? He (the 
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"Canon) desired not to be misunderstood in 
" saying they must be sought in the Bible. Let 
" no one suppose that a philosophy of society can 
'* be found in the Bible ; hv/t those great and mys- 
terious principles, in the light of which alon^ a 
philosophy of modem society can he constructed 
m>ay and must he found there. To deny this 
"would be to roll hackward the wliole tide 
"of huwAin thought to where it was eighteen 
"centuries ago. Christianity, directly or in- 
directly, has fused into the mind of man 
certain general ideas which we dare not and 
" cannot now unlearn. To attempt it would be 
" a?i anachronism. To unfold these ideas is to 
"imfold the principles on which all true social 
" science must henceforth inevitably rest." When 
scientific teaching is introduced in this way, 
indecision vanishes, weakness of thought dis- 
appears, the subject is grasped more readily, 
and to the student is disclosed more fully of 
what immense magnitude and importance in 
nature is the minuteness of its atomic consti- 
tuents, and how certain is the multitudinous 
power of the Creator over the insect, the animal. 
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the productions of the earth, and last, but not 
least, the human race. Therefore all scientific 
inquiry thus commenced is carried on upon a 
sure basis. And why? Because the religious 
element imparts greater zeal to the discoverer, 
for he knows from whence the light has come ; 
and as a natural consequence his research is 
deeper, and the results obtained of greater signi< 
ficance and value. 

Who, then, is this Great Spirit — ^this all- 
powerful Creator? Who can tell? We know, 
feel, and admit that he is ever present with us, 
and retains a mastery over everything of the 
world, in the world, beneath the mighty deep; 
who can tell the number of the stars, and call 
them all by their names; who can withdraw 
their light and their embodiments where and 
when he pleases; who can conmiand the moon 
and sun to stand still, and deprive them of their 
lustre. There can be no disputing that the 
Creator of the universe is a concentric power, 
possessing more forces than all the orbs and their 
populations reckoned in one mass, or else he 
could not hold everything in such beautiful sub- 
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jection, nor have established such a pure order of 
parallels and fixities. There are no mistakes in 
the decrees of heaven ; anything and everything 
commanded to be done is immediately carried 
out to completion. God cannot withdraw his 
word when it has once gone forth. If he choose 
to smite us with a plague for our sins, he has no 
sooner said the destroyer is to come among us 
than we feel his terrible presence. Our God is 
to US a mystery until we shall see him face to 
face in the judgment. May we be amongst those 
upon whom he will smile. He is unexplainable, 
and his ways are inexplicable. "Your ways 
" are not my ways," saith the Lord. He can move 
mountains, and cast them into the depths of the 
sea. He could in a moment, aye in the twinkling 
of an eye, change the whole conformation of the 
globe. He says but the word, and it is done. 
What can doubting, puny man answer to that ? 
All flesh is grass; man is but a poor, helpless 
creature, dependent on his God for sustenance, 
but yet he denies his omnipotence, and in some 
instances ignores his existence. The most pon- 
derous works executed by man after the be- 
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stowal of years of thought, time, labour, and 
capital, are but a nonentity compared to the 
smallest movement or action of the Creator. He 
could perform the same and greater results in a 
moment than man can produce in a lifetime. Man 
forgets, or does not pause to thinks that all the 
materials he applies, in their crude state were 
formed by God for his use and employment, 
He "breathed into man's nostrils the breath of 
life, and man became a living soul.*' A physician 
cannot heal the body of internal diseases^ nor 
renew the vigour of life unassisted. The Creator 
can withdraw life at his pleasure ; so can man. 
Mark this, and also the following. The latter 
cannot give it back again, but the omnipotent 
One can. He can bring man back from the 
valley of the shadow of death, and clothe him 
with newness of life. 

Although the fool may say in his heart, " There 
" is no Gk)d," and the atheist may argue away a 
Creator's existence, enough has been said to 
prove that there is a God in heaven — a wise 
and all-seeing Ruler, in whom we live, and move, 
and have our being. Therefore, whatever con- 
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sideraiions may be brought to bear by scoffers, 
the pernicious teachings of unbelievers are vain. 
It behoves every man to accept God the Son as 
an Intercessor, and God the Father as a Judge 
and Governor of mankind. David said, " God is 
" our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
" trouble" And when sickness and sorrow over- 
take us, we desire " the Lord of hosts to be with 
'* us," and we instinctively feel that the " God of 
'' Jacob is our refuge," and we acknowledge with 
the utmost force the burning words of the 
Almighty, so sweetly sung by the psabnist : 
" Be still, then, and know that I am, Ood. J 
" will be exalted among the heathen ; I will be 
"exalted in the earth" This last quotation 
proves most incontestably the existence and 
magnificent power of the Creator. These words 
were written over two thousand years ago. And 
yet we daily find that the brave missionaries are 
raising the banners of Christianity in the remote 
and almost unknown regions of the earth. They 
traverse wild and uncivilised countries where a 
white man had never previously penetrated, 
and fearlessly plant the glorious standard of the 
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Gospel ; and in many instances are received with 
great kindliness on the part of the inhabitants, 
when they receive the word of God "gladly." 
There are, of course, instances where the pioneers 
of the cross are cruelly treated, and in some cases 
murdered, but they mostly occur by their object 
being misunderstood. Man, barbaric or civi- 
lised^ is always suspicious of his neighbours; 
and imagines that their intention is to work evil 
rather than to do good, and thus these pure and 
unselfish Christians are destroyed by those they 
came to save. The susceptibilities of untutored 
minds being roused by the electric sparks of a 
new life, they receive quickly "the engrafted 
" word," and are thus able to save their souls to 
a divine eternity. They are the people who 
heretofore sat in darkness; through the instru- 
mentality of those self-denying and brave soldiers 
of the Cross they see great light, and they be- 
come conscious that they cannot escape from the 
bondage of sin if they "neglect so great a salva- 
" tion." 

The spirit of God is divided; but yet it is all 
^ one unity in a glorious trinity. Therefore we 
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have God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost, showing God as a Creator, a Saviour, 
and a Comforter, In the likeness of men he 
came down from heaven, and strove with Satan 
for the possession of man's soul, and upon his de- 
parture, after offering himself as an atonement, 
he sent us the Spirit of truth (a noble discernment 
of the value of truth in opposition to error) 
whereby we could resist more advantageously the 
ingress of Satan into our hearts. The good 
thoughts we posaesa are prompted by the Holy 
Spirit: the bad thoughts we encourage are sug- 
gested to us by the spirit of evil. This unisoa 
of the majesty of God, all working together, 
causes man's heart to become pure and holy; 
without these tendencies we are overwhelmed by 
the tempter. Man being a free agent, possessing 
command over himself by knowledge of good from 
evil, should pause ere he is overcome ; he should 
not become an easy victim to the adversary of 
his soul. The slightest consideration tells Him the 
right path; but inert conscience allows him to 
stray away on the road to destruction. If he but 
stop for one moment on the road, conscience 
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awakens, and convinces him of his error; but if 
he will not accept the great salvation, he sends 
her to sleep again, and is in dreadful fear lest she 
should once more open her eyes; and he rushes 
headlong on the downward path in his mad 
career of evil and dissipation, and only tries to 
pull up when it is too late. But if he come to. 
a standstill, the pricks he fain would kick against 
enter into his soul, and seethe it as the flaming 
coal would a bar of iron, whereby he becomes a 
reformed creature, and receives "the spirit of 
" adoption," and is enabled to cry, "Abba, Father." 
He feels as one who has just risen from a i9*aiice, 
and is in haste to retrace his steps. He is anxious 
to meet with the Comforter ; to feel the presence 
of a Saviour, and to own the existence of a God. 
His heretofore paralysed conscience becomes free ; 
he revels no more in the pleasures of crushing and 
unnecessary sin. His soul pants for the burning 
truths of life and eternity; and he thirsts for 
knowledge and succour from the fountains of 
truth. His soul is sorrowful even imto death ; 
the weight of sin is heavy upon him; and he 
wishes to be rid of his burden, and taste the joys 
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of his new-found life. He feels himself to be a 
new creature, regenerated by the light that bursts 
unconsciously upon him. Which state is it best 
to exist under ? the incubus of sin, sorrow, un- 
happiness, misery, and insecurity; or to be 
relieved of that burden, and be free, happy, 
joyous, holy, and your soul panting for the cool 
shades of heavenly contemplation ? Some say 
religion makes a man sorrowful, weighs down his 
spirits, and has depressive tendencies. Those who 
truly understand the faith and love of Christi- 
anity know that calm religious thought balances 
our earthly pleasures, when carried on with sober- 
neaa and propriety. The cares of business axe 
thereby more readily overcome. It is evil ways 
that make our losses and trials lie heavy upon 
us. The faithful heart has no fears through 
losses ; it only rises with more strength to repair 
them by renewed energies and extra exertions. 
Believing in the authenticity of Holy Writ, take 
the. example of Job. He was " a man of God." 
Although the heaviest afflictions had befallen 
him through the malignity of the spirit of evil, 
}ie did not curse God and die ; but cried out after 
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his outburst of sorrow was overcome, in joyous 
accents worthy of the greatest Christian that ever 
lived, — 'f The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
"away; blAssedbe the name of the Lord." If a 
man under such a calamity as he sustained — ^the 
loss of property and children, the solace of his 
life and the sources of his existence — could bless 
the Lord, how much more should we, whose 
heaviest trials are but a small trouble compared 
with his. It is no heavy task Ood asks of us ; he 
simply desires us to live after his laws, to keep 
his Sabbath, to honour his name, to pray to him 
from the heart for forgiveness, to do unto all inen 
as we would they should do unto us, to conduct 
our business in a truthful and creditable manner, 
to resist evil and to do good, to seek peace and 
ensue it, not to be the cause of sin in others, i.e., 
not to tempt any one to do wrong. He does not 
deny us healthful pleasures; we are enjoined 
to enjoy all things he has sent for our use, but 
to abuse none. We are to pray to Jesus as a 
divine intercessor, and to worship together at the 
throne of grace, for God has said, "Where two or 
" three are gathered together in my came, there 
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" am T in the midst of them." What a glorious 
thing to participate in the joys of holiness! What 
security there is under the banner of truth: salva- 
tion in our hearts, our souls redeemed, and our 
spirits filled with the happiness of a new life. 
There is more joy with the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth, than over ninety and nine 
just persons who need no repentance. Therefore 
do not scoflF, but receive into your hearts the full- 
bodied treasures of the Bible, and you will find 
rest for your souls, and comfort and happiness in 
your earthly affairs, both at home and abroad. 

How do I know the Bible is true ? some may ask. 
I answer that the various statements of what has 
passed, and what is to come, are related in such 
a manner, that they never lose their fireshness ; 
that they are recorded without any of that gar- 
bage considered necessary by historical writers, 
who write without inspiration ; that the recorded 
words have been handed down from the days they 
were written, and carefully preserved ; that they 
were sought after, and treasured in manuscript 
long lefore printing existed to make them 
widespread; that thousands have died for the 
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sake of the truth in the midst of the fire^ their 
faith increasing as the flames consumed their 
bodies; that the heathen who knew not God 
worshipped a being whom they believed to be 
severe and terrible, and to possess undivided 
control over earth, air, fire, and water; that 
the untutored savage greedily receives the word 
of God when explained to him by the self- 
denying miBsionaiy; that the ordering of the 
times, the seasons, the growth and decay, prove 
the presence of a Creator and a Destroyer ; that 
throughout the New Testament, nought is intro- 
duced but those things specially bearing on man's 
salvation, except where it is necessary to show 
that we owe a duty to our neighbours and supe- 
riors as well as to our God; that the Jews acknow- 
ledged that never man spake like this man, and 
that although they accused him of blasphemy 
they could not prove it ; that the heathen centu- 
rion of the Roman guard, who stood at the foot 
of the cross, was constrained to cry out, " Truly 
" this was the Son of God." 

This maybe a vain, perhaps an abortive,attempt 
to induce men to think of God, and study their 
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Bibles; but such arguments, well pondered over, 
will cause men to pause ere they are led away by 
those who would ignore hia presence in nature, and 
attribute it all to secret workings of earthgrowth, 
spontaneous generation, or the deposit of life upon 
matter, whereby new forms are produced, and 
pre-existent ones regenerated. As these fallacious 
ideas become daUy more and more prevalent, and 
man feels more and more self-confident, it is 
necessary that something should be introduced to 
keep back the growth of such a cancer, if it cannot 
be altogether eradicated. Does man wish some 
terrible calamity to cover the land ? Warnings 
we continually receive. A few years ago we had 
drought ; since then we have had cattle plague, 
both most enormously destroying our sustenance. 
Do we wish to provoke God to bring upon us 
either war, pestilence, or famine ? The air is lurid 
with aU three. We shall shortly number the 
people. And it is well to remind ourselves of the 
awful question God put to the man after his own 
heart — ^although David acknowledged his sin 
— ^who numbered the people against his will: 
" Shall seven years of famine come unto thee 
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" in thy land, or wilt thou flee three months before 
'' thine enemies while they puiBue thee, or that 
" there be three days' pestilence in thy land ? " 
England's greatness might be overcome; her 
fleets shattered ; her country overrun by the in- 
vader ; her great cities levelled in the dust. She 
has been the pioneer of truth to many a distant 
land, and many nations obey her laws ; but if she 
give way to infidelity, through belief in these 
so-called great lights, who darken the atmosphere 
of her religious observances ; who would turn her 
day of rest into a day of riot and pleasure, and 
who would mdiscriminately open her places of 
amusement, there is no knowing what a weight of 
sorrow may come upon us. What has become of the 
mighty power of Egypt, of Assyria, of Babylon, 
of Greece, and of Rome ? They have vanished, 
possibly for ever. They stand out as landmarks 
in history of a sure punishment for evil deeds. 
They ascribed all their greatness to themselves. 
Pride and arrogance overwhelmed them; de- 
bauchery and riot debased them ; their enormous 
possessions and riches led to sloth and idleness ; 
their talent in architectural decoration and other 



86 THE LORD OF SABAOTH. 

labours, such as sculpture, made them boastful. 
All nations that have given way to indifference 
and licentiousness have become demoralized, aiid 
they stand out to the world as monuments of 
fallen greatness, and become the despised among 
the nations. As the Psalmist sings, '' How are 
*' the mighty fallen ! " France, who turned her 
day of rest into a day of riot, debauchery, and 
gambling, is trembling in the balance, her em- 
peror a prisoner, her people divided, her govern- 
ment revolutionary and fugitive, and her country 
in the hands of the invader. May not all this 
evil have been directed against France, in conse- 
quence of the weight of sin that crushed her, to 
bring her to a sense of her shameless ways, and 
her vile desecration of a day of holy rest ? Surely 
our God will save his people if he can ; and the 
scourge of iron must be brought to bear if the rod 
of affiction be of no avail. Should not these 
occurrences convey our thoughts into action as 
regards the proper observance of the Lord's-day ? 
We acknowledge the Sabbath as a day of cessa- 
tion from manual labour ourselves; but we keep 
others employed, so that we may wanton in our 
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pleasures. Can there be any real enjoyment in 
making others work on that day ? Why can we 
not walk in the bright sun, and let others do the 
same, and, viewing in calm and holy contempla- 
tion all around us, appeal in heartfelt unison from 
nature unto nature's God ? 

Who on awaking does not realise the actual 
presence of the Lord's-day ? The air seems 
purer, the birds sing more blithely, the streets 
are silent except when disturbed by an occasional 
footfall, the great city is almost deserted, the 
houses of business are closed from observation. 
We miss the hurrying to and fro of anxious-faced 
men, and those we see seem to have left all their 
business cares in the dull city. The homes of 
the people are brighter; the children are more 
joyous. Every one is dressed in his best attire. 
Some are making their way to the house of God 
to ask forgiveness for sins committed, to implore 
blessings in the future, and to sing praises to 
his holy name ; whilst others are hurrying away, 
upon pleasure bent, adding to their burden of 
evil by desecrating the Sabbath — some to return 
home from scenes of dissipation in a state of semi- 
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drunkenness. The eaxe-wom face of yesterday- 
assumes a gayer tinge^ even in the case of those 
who compel others to labour that they may have 
their full share of earthly joys. The rattle and 
tramp of the thousands of horses and conveyances 
are hushed, and the single passing vehicle exacts 
your attention more than the hundreds and thou- 
sands on other days. If there is in this cessation 
a joy and pleasure, why not, when the church 
bells ring out their joyous peals, enter the house 
of the Lord of the Sabbath, who wrote with his 
own hand on the Mount Sinai, " Six days shalt 
"' thou labour, and do all that thou hast to do ; 
" but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
"thy God. In it thou shalt do no manner 
"of work. . . . For in six days the Lord 
" made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them is, and rested the seventh day : where- 
fore the Lord blessed the seventh day, and 
"hallowed it." Therefore, climb the heights of 
faith, hope, and charity ; let your notes of praise 
rise to the throne of grace, and let your motto be 
" Excelsior." 
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